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Overview 
 

1.  Role and history of the United Nations for 
the maritime industry. 

 

2.  1982 United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea - ‘A constitution for the 
oceans’. 

 

3.  Global institutional framework for oceans 
and the law of the sea. 



History of the United Nations and  the 
maritime industry 
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History of the law of the sea 



Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea 



United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea 

• ‘A constitution for the oceans’ 

• Comprehensive legal instrument  
dealing with all aspects of our 
interaction with the oceans 

• Legal framework within which all 
activities in the oceans and seas must be 
carried out 

• Incorporates agreed compromises and 
balances, thus constituting a ‘package’  

 

 



UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON 
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UNCLOS Maritime Zones  



Status of UNCLOS and its 
Implementing Agreements 

 UNCLOS (10 December 1982): 157 Signatories, 167 Parties; 

Entry into force on 16 November 1994 

Part XI Implementation Agreement (28 July 1994): 

79 Signatories, 147 Parties; Entry into force provisionally 

on 16 November 1994 and definitively on 28 July 1996 

United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (4 August 1995): 

59 Signatories, 82 Parties; Entry into force 11 Dec 2001 



UNCLOS and other 
international law instruments  
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Global institutional framework for 
oceans and the law of the sea 



General Assembly 

• Annual review and evaluation of: 

 Implementation of UNCLOS 

 Other developments relating 
to the law of the sea 

• Global policy guidance  

• Assisted by subsidiary bodies 

 



General Assembly and oceans and the law of the sea 
Issues addressed in the resolution include: 

 Capacity-building 

 Activities in the Area 

 Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 

 Maritime safety, security and flag State 
implementation 

 Marine environment 

 Marine biodiversity 

 Marine science 

 Regular Process 



Security Council 
  

 



Institutions and bodies under UNCLOS 

 
 

• International Seabed Authority 
(ISA, ISBA or the Authority) 
 

• International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea (ITLOS) 
 

• Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf (CLCS) 
 

• Meeting of States Parties 
 (MSP or SPLOS)  

 



International Maritime Organization (IMO) 



Legal and Policy Framework for Shipping 
Most important IMO Conventions 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as 

amended 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as 

modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto and by the Protocol of 1997 

(MARPOL)  

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers ( STCW ) as amended, including the 1995 and 

2010 Manila Amendments  

 

Other conventions relating to maritime safety and security and ship/port 

interface  

Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 

(COLREG), 1972 

Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL), 1965 

International Convention on Load Lines (LL), 1966 

International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR), 1979 

Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of 

Maritime Navigation (SUA), 1988, and Protocol for the Suppression of 

Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Fixed Platforms located on the 

Continental Shelf (and the 2005 Protocols) 

International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC), 1972 

Convention on the International Maritime Satellite Organization (IMSO C), 

1976  

The Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels 

(SFV), 1977, superseded by the The 1993 Torremolinos Protocol; Cape Town 

Agreement of 2012 on the Implementation of the Provisions of the 1993 

Protocol relating to the Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety 

of Fishing Vessels  

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel (STCW-F), 1995 

Special Trade Passenger Ships Agreement (STP), 1971 and Protocol on 

Space Requirements for Special Trade Passenger Ships, 1973 

 
 

Other conventions relating to prevention of marine pollution 

International Convention Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases 

of Oil Pollution Casualties (INTERVENTION), 1969 

Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and 

Other Matter (LC), 1972 (and the 1996 London Protocol) 

International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-

operation (OPRC), 1990 

Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Co-operation to pollution Incidents 

by Hazardous and Noxious Substances, 2000 (OPRC-HNS Protocol)  

International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on 

Ships (AFS), 2001 

International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast 

Water and Sediments, 2004 

The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally 

Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 

 

Conventions covering liability and compensation 

International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC), 

1969 

1992 Protocol to the International Convention on the Establishment of an 

International Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage (FUND 1992) 

Convention relating to Civil Liability in the Field of Maritime Carriage of 

Nuclear Material (NUCLEAR), 1971 

Athens Convention relating to the Carriage of Passengers and their Luggage 

by Sea (PAL), 1974 

Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims (LLMC), 1976 

International Convention on Liability and Compensation for Damage in 

Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances by Sea 

(HNS), 1996 (and its 2010 Protocol) 

International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 

2001  

Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks, 2007 

Other subjects 

International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships (TONNAGE), 

1969 

International Convention on Salvage (SALVAGE), 1989 



UNCLOS and the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO)  

• Many provisions  in UNCLOS can only be implemented 
through specific operative regulations in other 
international agreements. 

• “Competent international organization” in UNCLOS refers 
to the IMO. 

• Obligation on States Parties to UNCLOS to "take account 
of", "conform to", "give effect to" or "implement" relevant 
international rules and standards developed by IMO, even 
if not a party to those instruments.  



International Labour Organization (ILO) 



Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 



 

Other UN bodies and organizations 
involved in ocean issues 

http://www.cms.int/index.html


DOALOS Website -  www.un.org/Depts/los 



Thank you for your attention! 

 
 
 
 


